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Members’ Newsletter January 2024

CEO’s monthly update

It is a pleasure to greet you all at the start of this New Year – though as I write it is 
already the end of January! 

This is going to be another year which whizzes past, I am sure. Not least because the 
Museum team has some ambitious plans for 2024, and I thought I’d share them 
briefly with you here. 

As you know achieving Arts Council England accreditation status is a key Museum 
objective. So, I am pleased to say Curator Alison Holmes has been advancing the 
cause for us, meeting the Devon Museum Development Officer this month to prep the 
ground for the next stage in the process - completion of a so-called Eligibility 
Questionnaire this spring. 

Accreditation is important for us as it can open doors to new sources of funding.
We’d expect to hear back from the Arts Council in the summer. 

This brings me on to the future of the Museum.

In parallel with accreditation, the team is starting discussions with the Office of the 
Police and Crime Commissioner about what funding might look like in 2025 and 
beyond. Our current grant runs out in April 2025, but everyone wants the future 
success of the Museum to be assured well before then. 

Fundraising under our own steam is, of course, part of the answer to our 
sustainability question. 

So, to that end we are also planning a significant fundraising event this coming June, 
which I will tell you about in the spring. 

Lastly, we are pleased to announce the Police and Crime Commissioner, Alison 
Hernandez, will officially open the new mini-Museum in Tavistock, on Tuesday, March 
5, 2024. 

Your invitation is attached, and we hope you can come along on that date. 

Please RSVP to: info@dcpolicingmuseum.co.uk

Moving into the summer and beyond, the Museum plans to participate once again in 
the National Trust’s Heritage Open Days programme in September, plus host the 
National Police Chiefs’ Council Heritage Portfolio annual conference in Exeter.

Ticking over in the background throughout the year will be continued efforts to 
digitise the Museum’s contents and get them up online, where you, as Members, will 
have exclusive access to the new digital archive. Digitisation will also support the 
chosen twin exhibition themes for the year, of “A Day in Uniform” and “Women in 
Policing.”

As always please feel free to contact me at the usual place if I can be of assistance 
and I look forward to meeting many of you in Tavistock at the mini-Museum launch.

Until next time…

Greg White, MOPIDAC CEO.

Pictured below: A screenshot from our new website, which went live in December

Website update

After a year of research, planning and working with a team of web designers, the 
Museum celebrated its new website going live in December.

Over 2024 we aim to populate the site with exclusive true crime reads, video, and 
photo galleries, using some of the unique artefacts, photos and documents from our 
collection and archive.

The new site opens up a host of possibilities to explore some new ideas, including 
walking trails and an interactive map of police houses - both were much-championed 
by Trustee Bill Tupman before he died. Fulfilling Bill’s wishes would be a fitting way to 
mark all he did for the Museum.

The site also includes a link to the new digitisation micro-site, which gives us the 
opportunity to further showcase the Museum, with more in-depth galleries, blogs, 
and research articles.

You can visit the site here to see the latest true crime articles, which include exclusive 
interviews with a now-retired officers who were involved in high-profile jobs.

Torquay Casino Murders 50 years on: Retired officer remembers finding 

on-duty PC Dennis Smith shot dead by a rampaging gunman

Images and artefacts from the Museum’s archive and collection include spent bullets 
from the casino, photos of PC Dennis Smith’s funeral and his memorial plaque

Sliding quietly into bed beside his wife, who was pregnant with their first child, 
‘traumatised’ PC Martin Richards kept to himself the horror of that night - finding an 
on-duty officer shot dead in the street on a dark December night in 1973.

Some 50 years on since victim PC Dennis Smith, aged 44. was gunned down by a 
callous killer in what became known as the Torquay Casino Murders, now-retired 
Martin is choked with emotion when he remembers that tragic night.

It’s likely Martin cheated death himself on December 21,1973; he arrived at the 
Rosehill Road cul-de-sac seconds after married Dennis Smith had been gunned 
down by angry and drunk Martin Fenton, who was out to seek revenge.

When PC Smith pursued and stopped Fenton for driving erratically - on his way to 
confront casino owner John Tsigarides about a gambling debt - he could not have 
known he would fall victim to a gunman.

After shooting PC Smith multiple times, Fenton fled the scene in the dead officer’s 
patrol car, to continue his killing spree.

Martin, who had been on duty in the patrol car with PC Smith the night previous, 
said: “I always think it I could have been shot dead myself if I’d been there. 

“I couldn’t have been there much earlier but if I got there seconds earlier, I imagine I 
might well have been shot myself because he was driving off in a police car and he 
was already under the influence of alcohol and was intent of shooting Tsigarides.

“Another policeman probably wouldn’t have made much difference to him, that’s a 
thought that’s often with me.”

After Fenton fled, Martin was immediately sent to one of the homes of Tsigarides 
because it was thought the disgruntled gunman would look for the casino owner 
there.

“We were there during the night with no protection, other than truncheons, trying to 
find the offender. But in the meantime, of course, he had gone to the casino and was 
subsequently arrested in East Devon,” said Martin. 

Click here to read the full article.

Below: left, is PC Dennis Smith, as remembered by now-retired Martin Richards, right

Our new website features video, news, events, plus information about the Museum  

Museum in the news…

The Museum has been in the news over recent weeks thanks to a volunteer drive to 
recruit extra help at the archive in Exeter, the collection in Okehampton, and at the 
micro-museum, in Tavistock.

Community newspapers and online titles the Tavistock Times Gazette, the Cornish & 
Devon Post, the Holsworthy Post, and the Bude & Stratton Post, ran our appeal in 
publications across Devon and Cornwall, alongside a photograph of Keith Tester, who 
volunteers at Okehampton taking photos for our digitisation project.

In addition, the Okehampton Times gave the Museum some column inches at the end 
of December 2023, highlighting a visit by trustees and volunteers from the Museum 
of Dartmoor Life.

As part of their festive celebrations to mark the end of the year, they visited our stores 
at Okehampton, where our volunteers and Curator Alison Holmes gave them a 
behind-the-scenes tour of our collection.

The visitors were reportedly ‘fascinated and very appreciative’. 

 If you would like to volunteer some of your time to help the Museum, there are 
lots of different ways you can get involved. We would love to hear from you. 
Please email info@dcpolicingmuseum.co.uk or call 07399 858692.

The Bude & Stratton Post ran our volunteer appeal with an online article

Below: How the Holsworthy Post reported the Museum’s volunteer appeal
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